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Edmonton, June 30th, 1931. 
To His Honour 


W. LL. Watsu, 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of Alberta. 


Sir. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith the Report of the De- 
partment of Municipal Affairs for the year 1930. 

T have the honour to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


R. G. Rein, 
Minister of Municipal Affairs. 


Edmonton, Alberta, 
June 30th, 1931. 
Honovuraste R. G. Rem, 
Minister of Municipal Affairs, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 
Sir,— 

I have the honour to submit the Nineteenth Annual Report of 
the Department of Municipal Affairs. 

The Report in general covers the fiscal year ending the 31st day 
of March, 1931, and legislation passed at ‘the 1931 Session of the 
Legislature: the statistics relating to cities, towns, villages and 
municipal districts covering the calendar | year 1930, 


MounicrpaL Units. 
The following comparative table may be of public interest, in- 
dicating as it does the steady growth in the number of municipal 
units since the formation of the Province: 


At the Year covered 

Formation of by First At 

the Province, Annual Report, March 31st, 

Sept. 1, 1905 1912 1931 
Citme Sarees, actinesateeemneeiweraisests 2 5 7 
KONING) -cS dhe RoR B een oR ec aCeee eae 15 46 54 
W MOS Sire cic scan teins dees cassencsd. 30 73 146 
Rural Municipalities \ 55 166 
Municipal Districts {""""" ee 
Improvement Districts .......... ee 90 234 


It will be noted that the number of municipal units administered 
by local governing bodies has increased from 47, at the time the 
Province was created, to 373 at the present time. 

The Town of Drumheller was raised te the status of a city, 
while the following new villages were erected: Andrew, Derwent, 
Edberg, Grimshaw, Milo, Myrnam and Turner Valley. 

The Villages of Neweastle and Richdale were disorganized, 
leaving a net gain of five in the number of villages during the 
vear 1930. : 
FINANCE. 

Table 1 indicates levies by the Department in improvement 
districts and total net collections from all sources for the fiscal 
vear ending March 31st, 1931. 


Collections from 


1930 Levy all Sources 
in Improvement during the Fiscal 

Districts only year 1930-31 
Supplementary Revenue .............ccccccceeeeee ees $162,471.60 $ 827,650.07 
Ailments snes ukdeses vest scwces ccseeeanbesvescscasuievensss 69,105.17 156,596.91 
Improvement District Tax .............ccccceceeeeee 500,181.16 408,777.90 
OG ROMM ED ec ses). See tee aeiie owls vaageceiscuecadeaiese thiccse aie 74,937.80 102,681.55 
Seed Grain, Timber Areas Tax, ete. ........0...0 sees eteveees 109,358.25 
JBU@RIONEBUL Seounsbeeeena aspen cuaeiee cone nen manne eer Lanner liar nc 65,960.53 37,563.97 
(CHORIES, concise dl doce Suse EE Mee arcane eons Rang naemie sin ee aRMerrsi an 12,010.33 20,349.93 
"Pile TES AURORE Acasa deceit sac an ene! Gas code cope R aceon le sin la BiraaSeMcrtnn 2,689.66 
IN OPAESMCOG) IOBRNGISS TCR se saetanaaecaedchcneano tone Dec a once Accceerete 8,222.96 
Ii Hiesoa lll EWA SO UTI eca cecadedtohseAR as Meee anton dee naadcciaeie ainlesarel Relilaritieee tn HbR 891.01 
School and Commissions ............ RTE aa dans ORR LEARY ote 156,135.83 
icarcaleande Hospital: Relieii:... pcssedecscoteeceet) oo 8 ceeesseecnee 984.72 


AE OGANS eh cast ees resnauey co annsesh ys $884,666.59 $1,831,902.76 
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Distribution to special accounts was as follows: 


Improvement District Seed Grain and Relief ........................4. $ 29,263.63 
Livestock Encouragement Advances ................ssceeceeeeee baaner est 3 29,576.70 
Municipal DistrictySeed! and ARelie& 2oenneeeee a ecceeee eee eee 44,681.56 
Timber Areds Tax: cvs .ccebeies Wu banc eee en ee Eee 5,028.05 
Agricultural Pests. aiceietccsersaaee teresa eee ae eee eee cee eee 701.41 
Refund pop) .c eboney sree eee eee DPBS i tot EEE AE AE ceca ee 106.90 

$109,358.25 


Of this sum $15,078.25 has been remitted to the Dominion 
Government, being their 50% share of Relief collections. 


Tables 2, 3, and 4 contain statistics of the towns and villages, as 
to the combined assets, habilities and bonded debt, which reflect a 
healthy financial condition. 

It will be noted that bonded debt is being steadily reduced in 
the smaller urban units. 

Only 6 out of the 166 rural municipalities of this Province 
have a bonded debt, and the total outstanding as at December 31st, 
1930, amounts to only $22,100.00, a truly remarkable showing. 


TABLE No. 1 
TOWNS: 
Num ber’ , sssssccssccccceaseterteteeeea eee ee cee eee eee nee enter Beh acts alors ama Aster NOMA ROSE eee 54 
pedo) 6) 56 2117) (0) ¢ RENRNERP EE 8030.0 An nonnee dua suo abEpasasducbudccvooedoaanaocbobuSbadetose Aosmaadasocodacucnosocbodouad 54,667- 
Total, Assessed: Vialiteme eis. ciccccscccte come cen pean eee eT RRR a rig ma eRe a cloee Donne eeeeetnr $33,013,142.91 
Current Levy eccssccssacctceeckeccucareancee ace eee oe ee Eee eee eee OEE e Coen 926,817.70 
Collections | sts ccdessucactuecinsdaaseescnsee oe eee eee eee Eee eee eT eRe E CR Cr eee 754,993.92 
Arrears at end of December, W9Si0) esse seca ctecccuaronts ste nsee ace sac cnatasee etree 1,083,252.84 
RECEIPTS, not including Trust Taxes: 
On hand Jantiariy Us AiIGSOn soecceccseececr secs cree teen oe ere cece een ee eeeeeenen $ 491,422.37 
Municipal: Revenue. 2eiascccasscccs cesadeccec eae eee eee eee eee ee REET E ee aen eee mee 1,141,028.84 
Other Receipts, including Advances and charges repaid, Assets Sold 
and, Sun Py <saxcavalcesscadscsatoasounsanseseene snes tee oc enact met oe Cee meme ences neces seca 254,776.86 
1 Bc}: 0 (=: SCRE PBR ho GRRE SnPaGd pg rbabocoOdeues SL oconcopdeosueLoseedstaduc vosorae enoubbaccoodocdaboun 564,140.30 
PAYMENTS, not including Trust Taxes: 
AAMINTS tVACION: \ coiehebetecadcchuca de decent eee e eRe SORES ORE Eiicrs een RC RENT AS Cee EE RS eee $ 267,470.91 
Debentures’. sicseisesrocmatonttes taecsGeee eee Coe eee eRe E eRe eT ene Eee 274,097.95 
Loans Repaid = ccuscesscsecnascceeus sors eee eer eee eee eee eee Ree e eee 421,972.16 
Public, Works) 2:.h. cc seoemetern acter costes -coebie uekiteeceee: ce csae Qeei ison demise see ease pene sree eee 429,432.74 
Health, Relief, Protection of Property, Grants, Sundry, ete................. 425,512.90 
ASSETS, not including Trust Taxes: 
Bank Balance and negotiable securities at December 31st, 1930........ $ 429,422.47 
Uncollected Municipal Taxes, less reserve and forfeited lands.............. 2,280,853.79 
Accounts Receivable sc di aidscicueteseecanet eee ee Oe eee eee eee Ener _ 184,195.58 
Debenture ASsetsé |. sscessssecdocsgsampteeaeemsencmaaseteacnteneereisetuerettar ea eceeiece tea ener cee ZOO Pao ent 
Inventories and Supplies® onmebanGeme ees seeeeeeeereee eee eee tenet ee ee nee eaeeeeeeeecee 163,752.03 
Town: Property: scccanesctecasee cance eee eee BE TOE CORED RCS CCE on On Ear ont eenaubsoccdsedaaasee 2,094,400.11 
SAMI Y. cesisiedd nisin Seeiasioemseeamots oleae atte mee a eee Ree AO eo SET: SSC ere rere see eee 25,742.48 
Total, ASiS@tS:, d.cccocucieer eee te eee Oem e ae sch won eee clo ae ea ae oe eee $7,257,545.83 
LIABILITIES, not including Trust Taxes: 
Accounts payable including outstanding Cheques ..........:ecccccserceeceeeceeees $ ©6©168,920.85 
Unpaid Temporary, Loans) (iicccqcescsaee sc secsee toe ecn eee ere een eee eee 211,540.79 
Debenture Liability including accrued interest unpaid coupon............. sD 7B) lho Tl 
SDB C6 bah ant eine aM > OO toe A RRNA EW Scope ccheiponboticadsacdob Saat aac HocGecodonpendbuddbooadse 148,207.87 
T otal Era iltlesihiiss oticwhescmucnccceneteceuauine secu eect ose seaee eee ee eee $ 3,081,901.22 
Net Surplus Assets over jWialbilities, Seesen aitetce a teen eeeeee eee eae 4,175,644.61 
TOTAL SURPLUS JAIN NaIGIA BITE TS) lee eye ste an a $7,257,545.83 
TABLE No. 2 
VILLAGES: 
INI Se he. bsambaciga lee simeccee Rahs cists otic’ bale ne Seales ci tas tae cei wi emnea TE A He 145 
FLOP UL ATION! | i sannaceng ogee stead uaed oucca eases Mn Gee U Ree ee ee 38,963 
Total Assessed Value eraclei bes alesis alelicrc sal CaRTG Hig tTA ais Oo RISA 6 SOROS Ce TO See EO EEE eae $20,564,744.96 


Current: Mew yc seh coe teteeta gece Uacooacce ed Ne ee ue a ne 370,553.43 
Collection si ceils iccsdac seioabetesenass dace sched Rone ae ee 280,265.66 


AGrears) at end of December, 1930 men ae eee 444,504.89 
RECEIPTS, not including Trust Taxes: 

On’ hand) January lst. 93000 ee FORSCH ER SCRE RE AERO ioc Habomn ac onusondaadbecsids 115,059.95 

Municipal Revenue ee corces.cl otuee ud deeaat Maco eete nua: else cone Ge cetera arta Reena EEL mao 280,831.95 

Other Receipts (commissions, licenses, debentures, Ct.) ........ccceecececeeeees 62,798.03 


Loans BOO UCOCOOOCGCOOCOOCCOOOOOOOOOCOOO OOOO OO OOOOOOOOOOOOOCIOOOOOOOCOOOIOCCICOCICIMCICICC CIC 88,632.96 


LEGISLATION. 
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PAYMENTS, not including Trust Taxes: 
PNGiMMTA Sitalz aint ON bemeneeneeR ene cer commas cunsaasicctionce rns winasisiteuatiatisiosauiontemere si che cle csjsusscesdeamecgos $ 58,274.50 
ID GIDC TPES: dshsdobsonsdodsocobasedcuadnonanonaae a HUGGOc ee SER ARSCHASREN scondunbsadc Mem Senos aREE A Seaae arene DAD Rho 
LO ADUNS HBT LO DCL eRe eR Reece race cere ec coe a eiec ea ial elassbieiaclacissleattialtetheld sie seiee blaisishsoteenlosars Slevalejsisfa stow 85,515.26 
Pim ni@: “VAY OTE. sa cosicon adososoandenecdod on cal OB SSE IAMS ONG RER Tadao Jadba vas EetOn Son obcnc Bett Aa TancenanEaEeRseEeis 184,325.93 
Health, Relief, Protection of Property, Grants and Sundry ..................4 109,560.52 
ASSETS, not including Trust Taxes: 
Bank Balance and negotiable securities at Dec. 31st, 1930.................... $ 98,217.53 
Uncollected Municipal Taxes and forfeited lands ...............cececcececeerercenees 490,269.28 
INC COMMESMEV ECE Iii Dlemer steerer ete ce eee icretelslaeiclel cle iisiers wis oetoetereinrtorettaccleteniateioiiod sicisle siawle'sjeine wiciesee 18,070.07 
DSS CMM NSS et Semis meres ee caR Cee cteieteisiatsileiscracintaaicisinsitolslslteus sieteine aise betsloieiiossdicla/iale’e sissies wicelasieleraive 49,090.50 
IBTER@G) JABISIGUES) © cadaddedoucddtedausasddednotease reco caneR io UCe CBE ARES Sa Seth cance ScUSceseS Ea eae ae ane Sra 409,181.96 
MO GallMPAISIS Cie Sheetece se Oc ance erica cienisisncetiece sesae naa chaieimecaiveaevc'sceleredies selves $1,064,829.34 
LIABILITIES, not including Trust Taxes: 
Accounts payable including outstanding CheQUeS  ..........ecceceececeeseeeeeeees $ 76,226.22 
(Ofintoryicl ” “heravvoroarAy ~ IDORIAS, © soo bodsenosoconotdosc GOS TOADOnO CeO COO TSE TSE Oo BoScEHecreEdseApcorsernoon 31,834.15 
AD Sema Ve Mme Tao liitayoe merece areecrencas acer sisi esas wiclcisais stoves etisalsineale silsnwiosaesieaiitincadeciseweiv ena’ 71,502.62 
“RouaYL JOTONITGIES. gocossucuscescosatUSconeHecosTOoeCOes SeCecns one rose DE pouSSSrAcaeereaa $ 179,562.99 
Nee SURDIUSHPNSSetSMmO Ver META lI Simescnconccseecheccscsssesodeostisctindvsctessssedeessstceeceecsapete. 885,266.35 
ANOMUAIL, SUBIeILIOIS) AAINID) IGIYNIBIUOIMTIODIS)  seésenceodoscosnnssecesedel se asesEseancbe ne rae eEeHesenaeeaee $1,064,829.34 
COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF TOWN STATISTICS 
1923 1930 
INGUIN See rae eect nace ccne emanate Ge site aa cisist aie econs ok ARG sista So sicecadetuiedenstsisban en 54 54 
JEON BLOG ~ Suboasbasodaobosbocondobo so dcHS On osteo ttl BS SOO TAU CES SER nCR Oe ana ere nee cenEe 51,844 54,667 
MWotaleMNsisesisicduvial lle eette eee seatenetscetestencceeteeeere eeeseteccseee eee ook 110,770.00  ~ $33013,4 2291 
(OMG TAB ILIA. Hadas doot anabcddoe daacdndndenteoos J SOnGROH one BABE OBS SOC SEEDS: CRSECHeneenE 1,061,963.33 926,817.70 
WON SCHUTS Mee en ee a eee oe ee Sonate celsee cia usincciosmaecacimbalecle 819,641.94 754,993.92 
PNSEIP@ATES! || sosbdcbadea bubbod dons baduds BB POTD Ee CEOEO RUE B Ose ashe Bon ouOcoDES CELE SHE Ane SERGE Naan aEee 1,981,177.47 1,083,252.84 
Webentvunremiedemiptlomescccccsresserccercoceceseetoses sete rose ccrennece ces tess 288,837.82 274,097.95 
Debencunremm lita lbityearneresccetescnc awe sac ccnccecce sto scncntesnecncdeneeeesotaetees 3,375,027.48 2,553,231.71 
COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF VILLAGE DISTRICTS 
1923 1930 
INGUIN TS rae eet cites Sao tee ee Ae eG lat aa scicu ic meu cumoaane ce sheucanicceecsbhelaesteds 125 145 
J PG TORE GIOIN * saddaus ab oooanoosednaeecoh acon Sue EOUa GH Gone seO a aCCSEE Teen oon aac Een Re Penne eeeree 31,768 38,963 
MOTD PONS SSC Caw, AlWGle cosancnsecswecesceoosiked sohiicauinoccacmoasteneatecsonccessaes $10,447,064.00 $20,564,744.96 
[OiPbereae. J LS WAT tan oaobdondosadodoDeosbocH DC CERO CUBS EECOCECCCH Srnec CCC eCE AAR scence cor arent 311,809.09 370,553.43 
OSCE TOTS eae cee arene ores lets ors atoie elatuiemacts is Sistscialcteetuiele Sslaisiombistetssjomere 238,382.05 280,265.66 
INSHIERSERPS, ” sacocoadcsoadadodbcboddeacbasu HBG unon SHOE SE eae Rene En cor noe ace TEE REE ce RaEe BEee eae 316,082.95 444,504.89 
Debentune MREGAEMPEION sc casccesewsnewersaaesccecdees vassoscveseaeeeseesiovsscossies 26,588.26 22,422.79 
Dehentunemercomiteye eresaccecaoiccce etches onc weken co ceceecac couesinoeeeceescenecae sees 93,607.06 71,502.62 


During the 1931 Session of the Legislature some twenty-two 


The Municipal District Act. 

The Alberta Assessment Commission Act. 
The Local Tax Arrears Consolidation Act. 
The Department of Municipal Affairs Act. 
The Town Act. 

The Village Act. 

The Improvement Districts Act. 


Acts. or amending Acts were passed, which have some bearing on 
the work of the Department, namely: 


An Act respecting the payment of certain arrears of taxes by the 


Soldier Settlement Board. 
The Electric Power Taxation Act. 
The Debt Adjustment Act. 


An Act to provide for Temporary Seed Grain Advances to Farmers. 


The Town Planning Act. 

The Old Age Pensions Legislation Act. 

An Act to consolidate and amend the Law Relating to Schools. 
An Act to consolidate and amend The School Assessment Act. 
An Act respecting Provincial Lands. 

An Act respecting Oil and Gas Wells. 

The Hospitals Act. 

The Municipal Hospitals Act, 1929. 

The Municipal Hail Insurance Act. 

An Act to Create a Department of Lands and Mines. 


The Department of Municipal Affairs Act.—The amendment to 


this Act extends the power of the Minister with regard to special 
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audits being made of the books and records of any municipality at 
any time and for any period. 


The Alberta Assessment Commission Act.—The amendment to 
this Act makes its provisions comply with those of The Supple- 
mentary Revenue Act in providing that the tax levied for supple- 
mentary revenue purposes is to be levied on land values only. 


The Local Tax Arrears Consolidation Act.—This Act gives 
power to a Municipal District Council, under certain circumstances 
and after certain conditions have been comphed with, to enter into 
an agreement with a taxpayer, whereby his arrears may be con- 
solidated and paid off in either four or five equal annual instal- 
ments; but in addition the taxpayer must pay all current taxes in 
the year in which they are levied. 

The execution of this agreement automatically suspends any tax 
recovery proceedings so long as the interested parties live up to the 
agreement; but any default immediately revives these proceedings. 


The Municipal District Act.—The principal amendment to this 
Act, and which is of major importance, 1s to make every municipal 
district in the Province a collecting district for school taxes, and 
it is now no longer possible for a municipal district to change from 
a collecting to a non-collecting district, or vice versa, by a vote of 
the ratepayers. 

Other amendments to this Act include the removal of the re- 

striction as to mill rate, the increase in the borrowing powers for 
all purposes, exemptions from taxation of land held for community 
purposes under certain conditions, a new definition of the word 
“resident,” the responsibility for an indigent moving from one 
municipality to another, and empowering councils to enter into 
agreements with other municipalities for the care and treatment of 
residents within an area not contained within Municipal Hospital 
Districts, and to tax the lands in that particular area for that 
purpose. 


MUNICIPAL SCHEDULES. 


So many requests were received by the Department last year, 
after the printing of the 1929 Report, for copies of the whole or part 
of the statistics relating to cities, towns, villages and municipal 
districts of the Province, from research societies, bond dealers, 
financial newspapers and the statisticians of the Dominion and of 
various provinces, states and universities, that I have included them 
in, and they form part of, the report for the year 1930. To the 
schedules this year has been added a comparative statement for the 
last five years. 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 


R. ENnevisy, 
Deputy Minister. 
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an outstanding temporary loan or 


(1) The villages not mentioned above had neither 
debenture debt at December 3lst, 1930. 


(2) The amount shown here as debenture liability December 31st, 1930, does not include 


“unpaid coupons,” ‘‘accrued interest,” etc. 
the amounts shown under 


dividual amounts in this statement and 
the Liabilities Statement accounts for these amounts. 


The difference shown between the in— 
“debenture”’ 


in 
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